Protein arrays: labeling the compounds and probing the array for protein-small molecule interactions.
INTRODUCTIONTo detect protein interactions with small molecules, a protein microarray is incubated with a fluorescently labeled compound, the array is washed, and stable interactions are identified by scanning the slide for fluorescence. It is often advantageous to label the small molecules indirectly, by covalently linking them to a previously labeled carrier molecule such as BSA. This protocol describes the labeling of BSA with Cy3 or Cy5, the linkage of the small molecule to the labeled BSA, and the probing of protein microarrays with the fluorescently labeled conjugate.